Background: There are many circumstances under which networks of evidence may be 'disconnected' and network meta-analysis (NMA) cannot be conducted, unless additional assumptions are made. However, real-world evidence (RWE) which is becoming a more widely used source of clinical data to complement randomised evidence for relative effectiveness assessment, could help inform missing 'connections' within a network. We consider the impact of RWE on NMA to compare existing biologic DMARDS in rheumatoid arthritis (RA) for second-line therapy in a disconnected network.
